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An information booklet for Parents of children 
starting Year 1. 

 
Our School Vision: At our school we celebrate our faith diversity and provide a safe 

environment where our children are happy to learn. We are kind, caring and respectful 

to others. We aim to inspire future generations of our school and community to become 

lifelong learners. 
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Meet the Year 1 Team. 

Class teachers: 
Ms A Loonat – Key Stage 1 Co-ordinator, Year 1 Team Leader and 
Leader of Learning for Maths  
Ms Rasul – Leader of RE 
Mrs Lavery – Leader of Computing and Science  
Mrs Hardcastle – PPA Cover 
Educational Teaching Assistants 
Mrs Penny Ryan – Coversupervisor 
Mrs Fazila Chinchangiri 
Mrs Rahima Mahmood 
Mrs Aliyah Ahmed M/L 
Mrs Anne Nyhan 
 
All the staff will be happy to discuss your child’s progress and well 
being with you.  This can be done by making an appointment to 
come and speak to your child’s class teacher or year group leader. 
 
Contact Details 
Thornhill Lees C of E Infant and Nursery School 
Slaithwaite Road 
Thornhill Lees 
Dewsbury 
Tel: 01924 430548 
Please contact our School Business Manager Mrs Jane Lord. 
 

Headteacher: Mrs Debbie Douglas  
 

Please avoid taking your child out of school for family 
holidays/emergencies.   

 Please make an appointment to see Ms Loonat if you have to take your 
child out of school.                                    
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School Uniform 
Our school uniform is: 

• Navy school jumper 
• White polo t-shirt / white school shirt 
• Grey trousers / shorts/ skirt / pinafore 

 
Children should wear suitable flat shoes of a plain, dark colour. High heeled 
shoes, flip flops and sandals are not allowed for health and safety reasons, 
as they are also not suitable for outdoor play.   
 
The wearing of jewellery other than ear studs, is not permitted.   
School jumpers with our school logo are available from Smart Uniforms in 
Dewsbury. 

Morning Work 
The school day starts at 8:50am.  Each morning, there is a focused activity 
which your child will complete.  There is a different focus each morning and 

they are: 
 

Monday 
NEWS writing.  Here your child will write a few sentences 

telling us about what they did at the weekend. 

Tuesday Reading following our Reading scheme 

Wednesday Maths Activity 

Thursday Handwriting Activity 

Friday 

Celebration Assembly  
We would usually welcome parents to attend this whole 
school assembly but due to Covid restrictions this is on 

hold at the moment. 
 
 

It’s good to talk! 
If you have any concerns regarding Year 1 please do not hesitate to come 
and make an appointment so that you are able to talk to your child’s class 

teacher.  We also look forward to talking to you about your child’s 
progress throughout the year during progress meetings. A message will go 
out on Class Dojo closer to the time to make an appointment for the first 
progress meeting.                                                                        3 



Morning Sessions 

 
English and Maths is taught in Year 1 every morning. 

 
In English, the children are taught how to 
• Read through shared, guided and independent reading 
• Write through shared, guided and independent writing. 
• Speak with confidence in small and large groups. 
• Listen and work well with others. 

      How you can support your child at home: 
 Listen to your child  

read and you read to them. 
 Learn the first 100  

high frequency words. 
 Make sure they sound  

out each word and write a 
letter for each sound they  
hear. 

 Make sure they write in 
full sentences. 

 Make sure they begin a  
sentence with a capital  
letter and end with a  
full stop. 

 Make sure they form their  
letters correctly and make  
sure they sit on the line. 

 
When writing always encourage your child to form their letters 
correctly. 
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These are the common words your child will be learning to read 

and write in Year 1.   
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Year 1 Common Exception Words 

the were he my ask 

a was be here friend 

do is me there school 

to his she where put 

today has we love push 

of I no come pull 

said you go some full 

say your so one house 

are they by once our 



In Maths, the children are taught how to: 

✓ Solve problems mentally, practically and by recording 
✓ Read and write numbers to 100 in words and figures. 
✓ Count forwards and backwards in 1s, 2s, 3s, 5s, 10s 

etc 
✓ Add, subtract, multiply and divide. 
✓ Collect information and present it in different ways 

including tally charts and bar charts. 
✓ Name and describe the properties of 2D and 3D 

shapes. 
✓ Read the time. 
✓ Find fractions of objects, shapes and numbers. 

How you can support your child at home: 
 
 Practise forming numbers correctly 

 

 

 

 
 Read and write numbers to 100. 

 
 Learn number bonds to 10 

 
 Learn doubles to 10 
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What we are going to learn… 
In the Afternoons 

 
Our aim is to provide a broad, stimulating, rich and creative 

curriculum for your child.  We do this by exploring half termly 
topics.  They are: 

 

Autumn Term 
T1A:  Who am I? 

T1B:  On Our Doorstep 

Spring Term 
T2A:  London’s Calling 
T2B:  Out of this World. 

Summer Term 
T3A:  Once Upon a Time 

T3B:  Lets Explore 

 
Each topic is carefully planned to extend the children’s 

knowledge and understanding of the topic area during the 
afternoon sessions.  Please look out for the termly 

newsletters to find out in detail what the children will be 
learning. 
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Assessment 

 
While your child is in Year 1 their progress will be monitored termly.  
Every term their learning will be assessed in: 

➢ Writing 
➢ Reading and Comprehension 

➢ Spelling 
➢ Speaking and Listening 

➢ Mathematics 
Your child’s progress is tracked very carefully to make sure that they are 
achieving their targets.  If a child is not making sufficient progress, they will 
join an Intervention Group to give them extra support.  If a child is working 
well below expectations, they will be given an Individual Educational Plan 
where they will receive extra support in their specific area.  You will be invited 
to school to discuss this plan.  Please ensure that your child attends school 
ever so that they day and on time so that they do not miss any of these 
important assessments. 
 
In Year 1 we assess children and say whether they are: 
 Working towards age related expectations 
 Working at age related expectations 
 Exceeding age related expectations. 
  

There are two Parent Meetings during the school year where your child’s 
class teacher will inform you what your child is achieving and they will give 
you your child’s targets to work on at home to support your child’s learning.  
 
Year 1 children also sit a Phonics Screening Check which takes place the 
week beginning the 12th June 2023. 
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HOMEWORK 
Every Friday, your child will take home a reading book if you have 

purchased a book bag available in the office for £3:50. 
A spellings and a maths activity will be uploaded onto Class Dojo 

to be completed in the homework books given. 
 

Reading 
The reading book is one to share and enjoy with you at home to 

foster a love of reading. 
An online book will be made available which matches the book 

your child is reading during or practice reading sessions.   
 

Spellings 
These spellings are taken from the phonic phases and are either the 

high frequency words or are tricky words.  Please encourage 
children to practise these as your child will be tested on these 

throughout the week. 
 

Maths 
On some occasions we will give your child a maths activity based 

upon what they have been learning in maths that week. 
If your child finds it hard to remember what they have done or has 

found the homework difficult please speak to your child’s class 
teacher. 

 
Before the holiday we will give you, a fact finding research based 

homework activity to help prepare your child for the following 
terms topic. 
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Year 1 Phonic Screening Check 

 
The phonics screening check is a new statutory assessment for all children 
in Year 1.   It will take place week starting 12th June 2023.   
 
The purpose of the Year 1 phonics check is to confirm whether individual 
pupils have learnt phonic decoding to an appropriate standard.   
 
The check will take the form of a ten page booklet with four words on each 
page. The check will contain 40 words, which pupils read one-to-one with a 
teacher Ms Loonat that they know. Half the words will be real words and 
the other half will be non-words (pseudo/alien words). Each pseudo word 
will be accompanied by a picture of an alien. This is used to provide the 
children with a context for the word they are being asked to decode 
(naming the imaginary/alien creature). All letters will be lower case. Pupils 
who can read non-words should have the skills to decode any unfamiliar 
word. Non-words are included to make sure the check assesses phonic 
decoding as intended. 
You will be informed of whether or not your child has met the required 
standard when the pass mark is released by the Department of Education. 

 
 

Helpful websites:  
Correct Articulation of Phonemes: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s 
 
Phonics Games and activities: 
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm and 
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/ 
 
(click on the fun ideas tab for activities to support reading and phonics.) 
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Additional Information 

 

 School milk needs to be paid termly please visit 

www.schoolmilkuk.com 

 Your child must bring their PE kit on the first day of 

each term and leave it in school for the half term.  Their 

class teacher will send it home before the holiday. 

 If a reading or homework book is lost or damaged, we 

ask for £5 to replace it. 

 Don’t forget to sign up to and regularly check your 

child’s Class Dojo page. 
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Ways to help your child… 
 

Now your child is in Year 1 they are expected to become 
more independent and responsible. 
 
In School: 
Please make sure they: 
 Come to school on time every day 
 Have a labelled PE kit consisting of a t-shirt, 

shorts/leggings, trainers/pumps.  This can be kept on their 
peg and taken home at the end of each half term for 
washing. 

 Labelled water bottle, to be washed daily 
 Labelled book bag to take class library books to share at 

home 
 Labelled uniform. 
At home: 
Please share with them: 
 Their reading book, encouraging your child to use 

different strategies to help them with their reading.   
 Assist with and practise spellings every week with your 

child. 
 Ensure homework is returned completed. 

 
If your child is off sick please make sure you telephone 
school or write a letter to explain your child’s absence. 
(Contact details on Page 2) 


