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£80 FINES AND IMPROVEMENT NOTICES 
In cases where a pupil has moved school or local authority area in the previous 3 years, an additional check 
should be made to try and ascertain whether previous penalty notices have been issued to the parent in 
respect of the pupil. Where the pupil’s previous school was in the same local authority area this check will be 
simple. If the pupil has moved between local authorities in the previous 3 years and the previous local 
authority(ies) is known, they should be contacted to check whether a penalty notice has been issued to that 
parent for that pupil in the previous 3 years. These checks can be made by the school and/or local authority 
depending on the agreed local process. 
In cases where the previous local authority is not known or the information cannot be, or is not, provided by 
the previous local authority, it should be assumed that the parent has not previously received a penalty notice 
and the escalation process started as a new case. All local authorities are expected to have an email mailbox 
to make these enquires as easy as possible. 

 

 

COUNCILS CAN USE CASH FOR SUPPORT 
As local authorities vary significantly in size, organisational approach and demographics, it is right that the 
specifics of attendance service delivery and how those roles are discharged should be determined locally 
to meet local needs of pupils, parents, and schools. As a minimum, however, all local authorities are 
expected to: 

Rigorously track local attendance data to devise a strategic approach to attendance that prioritises the 
pupils, pupil cohorts and schools on which to provide support and focus its efforts on to unblock area 
wide barriers to attendance. 
Have a School Attendance Support Team which provides the following core functions free of charge 
to all schools (regardless of type). 
Communication and advice: regularly bring schools together to communicate messages, provide 
advice and share best practice between schools and trusts within the area. 
Targeting Support Meetings: hold regular conversations with schools, using their attendance data to 
identify pupils and cohorts at risk of poor attendance and agree targeted actions and access to 
services for those pupils. 
Multi-disciplinary support for families: provide access to early help support workers to work intensively 
with families to provide practical whole-family support where needed to tackle the causes of 
absenteeism and unblock the barriers to attendance. 
Legal intervention: take forward attendance legal intervention (using the full range of parental 
responsibility measures) where voluntary support has not been successful or engaged with. 
Monitor and improve the attendance of children with a social worker through their Virtual School 

 

 

MANDATORY DAILY DATA SHARING 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/share-your-daily-school-attendance-data

